MARGINAL NOTES
bers are ready to offer to others the same means of
defence they claim for themselves; the same rights, in
return for the same obligations.
'Alliances we are going to have. If they stand for the
defence not of this or that state but of a principle of
defence which creates equality of right, if, that is they
are to lose the very element of danger which made them
disastrous before 1914, then, and only then it would
seem, do they become the thing these critics condemn/
Security and the problem of national grievances
A letter to the Times (signed 'Arnold, Astor, Henry
Carter, John Fischer Williams, Edward Grigg, Har-
dinge of Penshurst, George Lansbury, F. 0. Lindley,
Lothian, Edith Lyttelton, Charles E. Raven, Rennell,
Sanderson, Donald Soper, Trenchard') contains the
following passage:
'To commit ourselves not only to economic but to
automatic military action, instead of equipping the
League to do justice as between nations, is simply to
increase and not diminish the ris\ of explosion. It will
inevitably result in dividing the world into two great
military alliances, the one standing for the status quo>
the other for revision of it.'
It provoked this comment:
The signatories of the letter suggest that the
League will be better equipped to "do justice between
nations" - modify frontiers, attenuate economic nation-
alism, reduce armaments, ensure equality of right-if
it does not concern itself with the problem of defence
(the defence, that is, of its constituent members), al-
though it is quite obvious that the main motive of the
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